
academic year 2012/2013

field of study philosophy

first-cycle studies / second-cycle studies / third-cycle studies
full-time studies

Subject catalogue social and political ethics

Type: Lecture  (e.g. lecture, lecture with classes, seminar, workshops)

Hours:* winter semester summer semester 30
*If a subject consists of e. g. lecture and classes, the proper hours to any classes should be given.

ECTS: winter semester summer semester C/2 or E/3

Language of tuition: English

Method of assessment:* winter semester summer semester oral exam
*If a subject consists of lecture and classes, the proper method of assessment to any classes should be given.

SUBJECT SPECIFIC OBJECTIVES
1. presenting the ways of pursuing ethics and its relation to morality
2. philosophical foundations of ethics
3. various school of ethics in the history of philosophy

PREREQUISITE (KNOWLEDGE, SKILLS, COMPETENCE, OTHERS)
1. basic knowledge concerning history of philosophy
2. ability of critical thinking
3. ability to analyze moral dilemmas

LEARNING OUTCOMES

Knowledge

1. H1A_W01, H1A_W02

2. H1A_W05

3. the student can compare concrete positions of social and political ethics K_W18, K_W18

Skills (knowing how to act)

1. H1A_U01, H1A_U04

2. the student can formulate and justify a moral assessment of an instance

Social Competence (values - knowing how to be)
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Correlation with 
programme learning 

outcomes

the student knows basic ethical terminology and the specific methodological character of 
ethical disciplines, their place in European and Christian culture

the student knows and understands basic problems, traditionals standpoints and ethical 
arguments with regards to society and politics

the student can show traits and elements of human action essential of man's moral 
evaluation in social and political matters

H1A_U04, H1A_U05, 
H1A_U06



1. H1A_K02, H1A_K04

2. the student is open to discussion with persons who hold different moral beliefs H1A_K02

3. the student is aware of his responsibility related with the tasks typical of his studies H1A_K01, H1A_K03

TEACHING CONTENT (SUBJECT DESCRIPTION)

TEACHING METHODS*

Lecture: a traditional lecture with elements of multimedia presentation; using a computer and the Internet, multimedia image projector

*If a subject consists of lecture and classes, the proper teaching methods to any classes should be given.

METHODS OF LEARNING ACHIEVEMENTS ASSESSMENT*
1. lecture: oral examination 100%

GRADING SCALE*

LEARNING OUTCOMES 2 unsatisfactory (fail) 3 satisfactory 4 good 5 very good

Knowledge

Competence

the student is concerned about an exact and rational justification of his own moral beliefs 
and respects the universal character of moral norms

Modes of understanding and pursuing social and political ethics; ethics as a normative science (different from its descriptive aspect); description of 
ethical schools (examples), definition and analysis; ethics in relation to axiology, eudaimonology; consequences of various ethical doctrines in social 

and political life; analysis of a moral act in social and political matters (some aspects of economic action, international relations)

the student does not know 
the basic ethical 
terminology or 

methodogolical specific 
character of ethical 

discipline in social and 
political matters

the student has general 
knowledge on the nature 

of social and political 
ethics and its relation to 

other philosophical 
disciplines. He or she has 

a limited acquaintance with 
current ethical doctrines

the student has an ordered 
knowledge on the nature of social 

and political ethics and its relation to 
other philosophical disciplines, 
historical development of the 

reflection on the nature of moral 
problems. He or she is aware of the 

current problems with regard to 
social and political ethics.

the student has a 
systematic and reinforced 
knowledge on social and 

political ethics and its 
relation to other 

disciplines, historial 
development of moral 

reflection. He or she can 
use their knowledge and 
solve moral problems as 

well as to refer to available 
technical literature.

the student cannot show 
any traits or elements of 

human action essential for 
its moral assessment. He 
or she cannot formulate or 
justify a moral evaluation 

of an example.

the student can to a very 
small degree analyze and 
understand the contents of 

the lecture. Assisted by 
the tutor he or she can 

analyze and understand 
the lecture.

the student can manifest his or her 
knowledge, and use it correctly in a 

problematic situation. With some 
help of the tutor he or she can solve 

given problems.

the student has respective 
tools of analysis and 

synthesis of his or her 
knowledge (with reference 

to current technical 
literature) and can use 

them in problematic 
situations.



Social Competence

Sometimes the plus symbol or decimal is used to modify the numerical grades. 

STUDENT WORKLOAD

Activity

e.g. preparing to classes 30
e.g. preparing paper 20
e.g. self-study 20

TOTAL HOURS: 70

TOTAL ECTS: 3
REQUIRED READING LIST

1. L. Strauss (ed.), History of Political Philosophy, Chicago 1972
2. C. Taylor, Sources of the Self, Cambridge 1989
3. J. Klos, Faith, Freedom & Modernity, Grand Rapids 2010.

RECOMMENDED READING LIST
1. C. Taylor, The Ethics of Authenticity, Cambridge 1991
2. J. Crosby, The Selfhood of the Human Person, Washington 1996
3. J. Crosby, Personalist Papers, Washington 2004

Lublin, 20th March 2013  dr hab. Jan Kłos, prof. KUL
place, date signature

the student is engaged in 
his or her own process of 

acquiring knowledge, does 
not solve given tasks, is 

not committed to a 
discussion of problems.

the student participates in 
lectures, takes part in 
discussion to a little 

degree. His or her attitude 
is passive, deprived of 

creativity. He or she uses 
literature to a small 

degree. 

the student regularly and actively 
participates in lectures, isopen to 

reinforce his or her knowledge, asks 
questions, formulates his or her own 

judgments, is committed to 
discussions.

the student is very active 
at lectures, takes initiative 

to reinforce his or her 
knowledge and skills. He 
or she is very accurate in 

using current technical 
literature.

Average time students typically need

to complete proper learning activity*

* Workload indicates the time students typically need to complete all learning activities required to achieve the expected learning outcomes. In most cases, student workload ranges from 
1,500 to 1,800 hours for an academic year, whereby one credit corresponds to 25 to 30 hours of work.
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