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	Eminencies, Excelencies, Misnisters, Senators, parliment Members, Magnificences, the Senate and the Board of the Theology Faculty of KUL, Ladie and Gentlemen!





	The main hero of today is His Eminence William Cardinal Keeler, the Metropolitan Archbishop of Baltimore. The solemn atmosphere of our ceremony is manifested by all those who have gathered here, by the authorities of the Catholic University of Lublin, its President and Academic Senate and the Faculty of Theology together with the numerous guests who have arrived from Poland and from abroad.


	There is yet another fact which brings splendour to the event. We are in the period of the celebrations of the Great Jubilee in the Catholic Church. This blessed Year of Grace from the Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ is a special time to reconcile man with God and to reconcile people one with another. From the ecclesial point of view, it is also the time of strenuous ecumenical dialogue between Christian denominations and of the interfaith dialogue, mainly with the monotheistic religions, such as Judaism and Islam.


	The Declaration Dominus Jesus adds extreme accuracy and doctrinal rigour to the present extraordinary event, the Declaration which was issued on 6th August 2000 by Joseph Cardinal Ratzinger, the Prefect of the Congregation for the Doctrine of Faith. The principal message of the Declaration is to express the truth that the fullness of salvation is only in Jesus Christ. The fact that the Catholic Church has clearly formulated her doctrine does not mean that she has no respect for other Churches or religious communities, but shows that she cares about the truth in general and fears syncretism. Moved by love and respect for freedom, the Catholic Church is concerned about a faithful proclamation of the truth to all the people. It is that truth which was ultimately and completely revealed by Jesus Christ and which proclaims the necessity to return to Him as the only Redeemer and Saviour, so that people could through the ministry of the Church and her sacraments participate in the communion of the Triune God. 





	All these circumstances are combined to stress the importance of this afternoon when in the Stefan Cardinal Wyszyñski hall we are witnesses of the conferring of the honorary title. William Henry Keeler is an exceptional man, a priest, Archbishop, Cardinal, the Defender of Life, Man of Providence for the poor, Educator of the spirit of Christian personality, and above all, an indefatigable Mediator in the ecumenical and interfaith dialogues.


	The venue for this celebration is excellent, the heart of the Univesity, the site where great orators spoke and which reminds us the ancient agora. This place gathered then, as it has gathered today, hundreds of those who are willing to listen to the words of wisdom. This place is also a special point of "hypostasis" of the community gathered here. That "hypostasis" is an expression of the unity around the central Person, then a student, today a Cardinal sitting on the board and teaching with his life. Now he is going to receive what joins together this academic world: the honorary degree of the Faculty of Theology of KUL. In this place, one of the "masterpieces of human culture, as John Paul II called the university, we shall be witnessing the promotion of the person who cooperates in the creation of a special culture, specific culture of the liberated man. The promotion is manifested by the highest university honour which the Faculty of Theology and the University Senate of KUL confer today on H.E. William Cardinal Keeler:


- the great ecumenist and man of interfaith dialogue,


- the humanist and priest,


- the indefatigable defender of human life,


- the generous charitable activist,


- the promotor of the education of Christian maturity,


- the symbol of humbleness and service to the Church and man.


	The achievements of H.E. William Cardinal Keeler are enormous, always concentrated around the other person, where the Person of the Saviour Himself and the Mediator between God and people, Jesus Christ, is a model. It is through the Person of God-Man that our noble Laureate looks at the person of all those to whom, as he believes, he is sent: to the people among whom he was born, formed, obtained learned degrees and rose in the church hierarchy, to whom has was sent to support them in Christ. As a priest, bishop, archbishop and cardinal he has been indefatigable and extremely optimistic in carrying the image of God first to Catholics, Christians, the white and the black, but also to the believers of other religions, mainly to Jews and Muslims. In this manner he as a homo christianus, has also become a homo universalis. He has shown that Christianity is not limited only to its own faithful but is in itself universal, i.e. directed to each man. That attitude is reflected and confirmed by the Declaration Dominus Iesus, issued by Joseph Cardinal Ratzinger on the Transfiguration Feast in the year 2000.


	The way of William Henry Keeler to the title of homo universalis began in his family town San Antonio in Texas, on 4th March 1931. The history of this town is most mysterious. It was built first around a Spanish stronghold, and then became a Franciscan mission from the beginning of the 18th century on. At the end of that century it was transformed into fortress Alamo, famous for its defence during the battle for Texas independence in 1836. Such a history has brought into the young boy, the son of Thomas Keeler and Margaret neé Conwey, the spirit of the fight for freedom and human dignity. Soon afterwards the quest for labour and bread had brought the whole family to the state of Pennsylvania, namely to Lebanon, where William Henry graduated from the St. Mary School, and then a Catholic High School.


	After graduation from that secondary school William Henry was to be separated from his family. He went to Overbook in Philadelphia, where in 1952 he obtained a Bachelor's Degree of general education and was sent to pursue licentiate studies of theology at the Papal Gregorian University in Rome. In the Eternal City he was also ordained to the priesthood from the hands of the then cardinal Luigi Traglia in 1955. Having obtained the degree of licentiate, he returned to his home diocese and became a curate in Marysville and a diocesan secretary to episcopal court. After two years he returned to Rome where he began his doctoral studies of canon law at the same university, studies crowned with a doctor's degree in 1961. Then he returned to the same town, Marysville, but now he became a defender of the marital bond, and three years later was made a parish priest.


	The beginning of Vatican Council II opened a new period in the life of the young and educated priest. As a secretary to Bishop Leech, a member of the Council, he was appointed a "special counsellor" of the Council by Pope John XXIII. At that time he was a member of the daily councillor bulletin "Council Digest", a paper financed by American bishops. A year later he was nominated a vice-chancellor of the Harrisburg diocese; after the Council he was appointed its chancellor. On the day of St. Christopher, 24th July 1979, he was appointed an auxiliary bishop by the general curate. Three years later (1983) he became the ordinary bishop of that diocese, installed by John Cardinal Król, a dignitary of Polish origin.


	That nomination begins the most recent history of our noble Laureate. In spring 1989 Pope John Paul II appointed him Archbishop of Baltimore, the oldest diocese in the United States of America, and five years later (1994) he made him Cardinal. In that period the Metropolitan Bishop of Baltimore chairs various church groups in his own diocese, the Episcopal Conference of the USA, at national and international levels.


	Apart from the typical ministry that a diocesan bishop is obliged to perform he tends to strengthen the structure of Catholic instruction in Baltimore. He is immediately known as an advocate of the pro-life movement and a firm promotor of the parochial evangelization and charitable activity widely understood. An eminent example here is the so-called initiative of "Lent appeal" during which as much as 12 million dollars was raised to support local Catholic schools, the charitable movement and spiritual progress.


	At the forum of the American Episcopal Conference Abp William Keeler is well-known as a builder of ecumenical and interfaith liaisons. As a chairman of the Episcopal Commission for the Ecumenical and Interfaith Dialogue (1984-87) he has manifested vital effectiveness mainly in the Catholic-Jewish dialogue and as a moderator of the relationships between Jewish religion and the Catholic Church. It was he who during the Pope's visit to the State in 1987 was one of the main organizers of the encounter between John Paul II and the Jewish leaders in Miami, and with the Protestant leaders in Columbia (North Carolina).


	Cardinal Keeler combines the eagerness of the ecumenical and interfaith dialogues with the restoration of moral awareness in American society. In his speech in Elizabethtown College, of 19th February 1966, our Laureate states that today's culture seems to be deprived of any law. Moreover, the mass media promote the reversed order of values. Thus the false image of freedom, relativism and subjectivism, disregard for moral norms, and in consequence violence, drugs and intemperance permeate into our schools. The Cardinal was firmly against it. Being at the head of the National Conference of Catholic Bishops, he cooperated with the representatives of orthodox Jews at the statement that "religions and moral values which come from them have their irremovable position in American democracy and create the structure of our society. This is significant for public education in the USA."


	Following this declaration, Cardinal Keeler and the religious leaders of orthodox Jews, including Muslims and Protestants, worked out a common curriculum of moral education. Starting from 1994 onwards, it was carried out in the schools of Maryland and became a movement all over the country. The curriculum gained support not only from John Paul II, a fact which is understandable, but it was also supported by President Clinton. The main thesis of the curriculum of moral education says that moral values, carried out at a social forum, stem out from religion and faith in the first place. Religion and faith are foundations of any conduct, and they are written in our hearts, as our Laureate concludes.


	Cardinal Keeler understood that demoralization which comes with the new forms of liberalism, concerns, above all, children and adolescents. Therefore he wanted to bring moral education especially to the youngest citizens of the country, though of course it must concern to some extent everybody. One should know that after great wars there comes about, paradoxically speaking, spiritual and moral reawakening among societies, but then, unexpectedly, there is a fall of almost all civic virtues. That is why the moral fall touched also American society.


	It was not only the Archbishop of Baltimore who was involved in dialogue and ecumenism. On the contrary, it rose in significance and took on particular universalistic signs. The attitude of ecumenical openness and evangelical pragmatism in the dialogue with Jewish, Muslim and Protestant milieus had been enriched by the dialogue with the Orthodox Church. It is Cardinal W. Keeler who can be credited for what had happened during the visit of Patriarch Bartholomew in the USA in October 1997. During his address delivered in Washington, DC, the Patriarch stressed the deepening differences between the Orthodox Church and Catholicism and saw no chance to carry out the optimistic vision for ecumenical dialogue, a vision that was shown by John Paul II in his encyclical Ut unum sint of 1995. By a stroke of the Providence the ecumenical service held in Baltimore and organized by Cardinal W. Keeler became an opportunity for a more profound exchange of standpoints between the two hierarchs of the Church. As a result of this encounter, Patriarch Bartholomew said: "Before the meeting I saw in him (in the Cardinal) a representative of heterodox theology, now I treat him like my brother in Christ." These words were then reflected in his lecture at Georgetown University in which he had crossed out from the previous text any remarks dealing with the Eastern Catholic Churches. In their place there appeared evangelical hope inspiring to quest for a more complete unity among the Sister Churches.  It should also be noted that the Cardinal is a member of the American Joint Committee of Orthodox and Catholic Bishops, and that he generously hosted the 8th Plenary Session of the international Catholic-Orthodox dialogue that took place at Emmitsburg, Maryland, in the Archdiocese of Baltimore last July.  


	At the national and international levels Archbishop W. Keeler is not only a chairman of the state conference of Catholic Bishops (Maryland), but also held the office of Vice-chairman of the National Conference of Catholic Bishop during the ceremonies of the two-hundredth anniversary of the establishment of the first Roman-Catholic diocese in the USA (Baltimore), and he became Chairman of that Conference in 1992. These appointments are followed by other important Vatican nominations: member of the Papal Board for the Unity of Christians (1994) and the Congregation for Eastern Church (1994). There are other assemblies at which he was a chairman or member:


- vice-chairman in the Catholic Association for the Cooperation with Near East,


- membership in the Board for the Mission among the Black and Native Americans,


- patronage of the Board of Catholic American Universities,


- chairman of the Board of the Catholic Charitable Organizations and others.


-chairman of the U.S. Bishops' Committee for Pro-Life Activities.


	These extraordinary international and interfaith contacts have been enriched by the Document of Baltimore Dabru emet (Tell the Truth) signed by 170 rabbis and theologians. It was issued on 10th September 2000 in the "New York Times." The document is a milestone on the way to shape the relationship between Judaism and Christianity. From that moment on Jews and Christians seemed to forget about mutual resentments, aversions and suspicions, and seek to build new relationships, mainly on mutual respect and understanding. Amazing as it can be, the whole Christian world welcomed the fact that Jews not only wanted to think positively about Christians but the era of stereotypes seemed to have come to an end. Among those stereotypes one should mention that Christians were suspected of taking a favorable stance towards Fascism, which in consequence led to the conclusion that the Holocaust was the fruit of Christianity. The firm and unambiguous "no" to this historical lie on the part of Jews makes us return to the way of negotiations not only political, but also to interfaith dialogue, that is to respect Christian faithfulness to the Revelation of God in Jesus Christ. Should we doubt that this courage manifested by 170, and today more than 200 noble and great rabbis and Jewish theologians, was a fruit and reflection of the wonderful achievements of William Cardinal Keeler, the Archbishop of Baltimore, and the Institute of Christian and Jewish Studies in Baltimore?


	William Cardinal Keeler has given all those titles and honors to the service of man, taken integrally and universally. Thus Cardinal himself enriches the present day of the Church and the world with most extraordinary traits of his character. We can see in him a brave and skilful activist and diplomat in the context of various cultures and traditions, a competent son of the Church in maintaining the ecclesial style of the service to the other man, a patient and effective executor of the historical and salvational plans of the Church, a wonderful organizer of social life in its diocesan, multinational and multireligious dimensions, a builder of peace and agreement among the hostile ethnic groups, Churches and religions, an indefatigable defender of human life and promotor of its Christian development.


	In recognition of his achievements and showing gratitude for his great pastoral involvement our Laureate has been distinguished with numerous honorary degrees in many university towns and states of the USA, and he has been given various rewards and honors. Among the most important awards and honors conferred by various religious communities one should mention:


- Mahmound Abou Saud Excellence Award conferred by the Board of American Muslims in 1994,


- Nostra Aetate Award conferred by the Christian-Jewish Reconciliation Institute in 1997,


- Shaare Zedek Lifetime Achievement Award conferred by the Medial Centre in Jerusalem in 1990,


- Henry A. Rosenberg Distinguisher Citizen Award conferred in 1999.


	Such honors are expressions of the recognition for the ecumenical attitude of the Archbishop of Baltimore. At the same time they are a telling testimony to his effectiveness in the interfaith dialogue inspired, above all, by the teaching of Vatican Council II and by the recent teaching of the pope. He concentrates particularly on the momentous and broad subject of religious freedom. In his address delivered in the Santa Maria Basilica in Trastevere (on 30th June 1997) our Laureate mentions two great precursors of religious freedom. The first of them was Cardinal Gibbons who already in the 19th century defended not only the rights of workers but also taught about religious freedom. Another person was Stefan Cardinal Wyszyñski, especially dear to Poles. He fought for the freedom of the Polish Church, the freedom of particular people and the freedom of the Polish nation against communistic totalitarianism. Both figures, according to Cardinal Keeler, determine further defence of religious freedom which is still violated in many countries. One needs ecumenical cooperation and interfaith dialogue.


	A meaningful example of that cooperation is still the fact of a fruitful dialogue between the Catholic Church and Islam. Together with doctor Cheem, the representative of the American Muslim Board, our Laureate signed a joint declaration at the Population Conference in Cairo (September 1994), a declaration which had a worldwide importance. Today, according to Cardinal Keeler, we need further dialogue between Catholic and Muslims. We need a common testimony before the world that the believers in one God should proclaim the truth about the necessity to build the world on mutual love, in their action on behalf of justice, on behalf of a more brotherly society. In this dialogue it is necessary to refer to common religious premisses. Undoubtedly, for Catholics and Muslims alike it is the personal God, Jesus Christ and Mary." (From the address of 8th December 1995)


	This oldest and largest Faculty of our University, once the only faculty between the river Laba and Vladivostok, bestows the honor of doctor theologiae honoris causa today on the head of the oldest episcopal see in the USA. The University and the Faculty of Theology of KUL honors a citizen of the country from which so many of our fellow countrymen supported and still support our Alma Mater Lublinensis. We are well aware of the fact that H.E. William Cardinal Keeler can be identified with the spirit of our Catholic University. Here we deem it worth stressing again the following:


- his care about education, mainly the poorest (it is worth noting that our University, as perhaps the only in Poland, teaches about 25 per cent of rural students and ca. 700 students from the East),


- his struggle for interpersonal, ecumenical and interfaith dialogue,


- his firmness and satisfaction in the competent transmission of the Revealed Truth,


- his promotion of the dignity of the human person and defence of human life in each dimension,


- his proclamation and respect for universal Christianity,


- his care about the real liberation of man from every kind of social, political and, in a sense, religious misery.


	Hence we are so happy that Your Eminence is here with us. Thank you for accepting our honor and for coming to our University and to Poland. From now on Your Eminence will be our Doctor, one of us. 


	Eminentissime Doctorande! Veni ad lauream!











Lublin, 6th November 2000				Rev. Prof. Krzysztof GóŸdŸ





�











 





 





�PAGE  �6�


�














		�PAGE \* ALPHABETIC�F�











