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| Old English |

= OE had the following diphthongs:
[e()al

le(:)o/

= They were all lost early on in ME as a result & fbllowing monophthongisation processes:
OE fx:al 2 a:
OE kea/ 2> &
OE/e:o/ > o. > e:

OE /eo/ > 2> e

| Middle English

There are three major sources of diphthongs in ME:
= vocalisation

= ME breaking

= Dborrowings

|voca|isation of [j] andy, w] in syllable codas, giving [ i ] and [u[l

CHANGE EXAMPLES
OE /ejl > eME Jeil OEresn | > ME rein ‘rain’
OE byl - eME /aw/ - [au/ OEdrazan > ME drawen‘draw’

OE latw/ = eME bwu/ = ME /bu/ OEblawan - ME blowe ‘blow’

| ME breaking: insertion of a glide before [x] ardl [ \

X (BACK context)—> ux
¢ (FRONTcontexty>i¢

CHANGE EXAMPLES
OE [ox] 2 ME [oux] = hux/ OEdohtor - dowster ‘daughter’
OE [&] = ME [eix] = /eix/ OEfeohtan - feizten‘fight’

| The rise of ME diphthongs

OE ME

lej/ weg‘way’ - leil
leox/feohtan'fight - /ax/ >/ex/ - leil

lae:jlgrzg ‘grey’ >lejl > leilr =y Jail
[eej/deeg'day’ - laj/ - lail

lay/ dragan‘draw’ - /aw/ —>/au

law/ clawu‘claw’ > faw/ ~>/au/ I:> lau/
[aaax/ seah’he saw’ > [aex/ - lax/ —>laul

/&aw/ screawa ‘shrew’ 2 fee:w/ > [e:w/ —>/eu

fawe'few’

/e:ow/hreowan‘rue’ - /a:w/ >le:w/ > leuly /= fiul =) /(Hu:/
fi:w/ sniwan‘snow’ = [i;u/ - fiu/
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la:y/ agan‘own’ > lowwl/
la:w/ cnawan ‘know’ > fo:w/
la:x/ dah ‘dough’ > /fox/
loy/ flogen‘flown’ > fow/
/ox/ dohtor ‘dauhter’

lo:yl plogas‘plows’ - fo:w/
/o:x/ sohte ‘sought’

/o:w/ growan ‘grow’

Phonological effects:

1) the addition of new diphthongs;

2) [y] vanishes completely;

3) [j, w] no longer occur in codas.

->/ou/ N
->/oul

2> /oux/
2> /oux/
- loux/
->/oul

- oux/

> l:> lou/

- fou/ Y,

| French borrowings

/oi/ joie ‘joy’

Jui/ puint ‘point’ (oi, ui remained distinct till the mid-1¥&c.)

= The resulting system

iu eu ou au
ai oi ui

> Joil



