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OE syntax - introduction


OE syntax is in some of  its details so much closer to Modern German than to PDE, that it seems likely to be essentially an extension of PrGmc syntax, rather than substantially different from it.

The major differences between OE and PDE:

· word order – in main clauses the verb is typically in non-final position; in subordinate clauses the verb is typically in final position.

Đa       ic (a     (is  eall gemunde,       (a    gemunde       ic eac   hu     ic geseah ...

When  I  then  this all   remembered, then remembered  I   also  how  I   saw...

When I remembered all this,  then I also remembered how I saw...

· no auxiliary do in OE; questions and negative sentences are markedly different from their PDE counterparts.

Hw(t getacniaþ (onne (a      twelf    oxan...?

What  signify     then    those twelve oxen...

What do the twelve oxen signify?

· negative concord (multiple negation) is the norm in OE

ne   bi( ((r   n(nig ealo gebrowen mid      Estum

not is    there no       ale    brewed    among Ests

no ale is brewed there among the Ests.

· a grammatical subject is not obligatory in OE

....and him (DAT) ((s (GEN) sceamode

....and to him         of-that        shamed

...and he was ashamed of that.

