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Methodology of the social sciences

TUTORIAL 

Graduate course for students of philosophy

30 hrs each semester

DESCRIPTION

The course aims to present recent discussions on methodological status of the social sciences and their philosophical presuppositions. The topics covered include: the nature of social ontology, epistemological attitudes to social reality and methodological tools to identify causal powers and tendencies which shape the dynamics and structure of social reality. 


In the academic year 2008/2009 the discussion will focus on the book by Stephen P. Turner Search for a Methodology of Social Science: Durkheim, Weber, and the Nineteenth-Century Problem of Cause, Probability, and Action, Boston Studies in Philosophy of Science, vol. 92, Dordrecht/Boston: D. Reidel [1986].


Complementary readings: 

Acham, Karl [1983], Philosophie der Sozialwissenschaften, Verlag Karl Albert, Freiburg/München; 

Benton, Ted, Craib Ian, [2003], Filozofia nauk społecznych. Od pozytywizmu do postmodernizmu, tłumaczył Lotar Rasiński, Biblioteka Współczesnej Myśli Społecznej. Wydawnictwo Dolnośląskiej Szkoły Wyższej Edukacji TWP Wrocław.

Bohman, James [1991], New Philosophy of Social Science: Problems of Indeterminacy, The MIT Press, Cambridge, Massachusetts.

Coleman, James S. [1990], Foundations of Social Theory, Harvard University Press.

Collin, Finn [1997], Social Reality, Routledge, London.

Kincaid, Harold [1996], Philosophical Foundations of the Social Sciences: Analyzing Controversies in Social Research, Cambridge University Press.

Little, Daniel [1991], Varieties of Social Explanations: An Introduction to the Philosophy of Social Science, Westview Press. 

Mokrzycki Edmund [1980], Filozofia nauki a socjologia: Od doktryny metodologicznej do praktyki badawczej. PWN Warszawa. 

–[1990], Socjologia w filozoficznym kontekście. IFiS Warszawa.

Nowak Stefan [1985], Metodologia badań społecznych, PWN Warszawa.

Ossowski, Stanisław [1967], O osobliwościach nauk społecznych, (w:) Dzieła, t. IV, O nauce, PWN Warszawa.

Rybicki Paweł [1979], Struktura społecznego świata, PWN Warszawa.

Rosenberg, Alexander [1988], Philosophy of Social Sciences, Clarendon Press: Oxford.

Trigg, Roger [1985], Understanding Social Science: A Philosophical Introduction to the Social Sciences, Basil Blackwell.

Searle John R. [1995], The Construction of Social Reality, The Free Press.

– [1999], Umysł, język, społeczeństwo: Filozofia i rzeczywistość, tłum. Dominika Cieśla, CiS Warszawa.

Znaniecki, Florian [1988] (1922), Wstęp do socjologii, PWN Warszawa.

7.
prerequisite: basic course on philosophy/methodology of science

8.
credit: active participation, oral presentation and short paper

