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pejskosci, dzieje Europy, elementy europejskosci, wspdtczesnos¢ Europy
1 europejskosci oraz ich przysztos¢.

Z przeprowadzonych analiz wynika, ze wedlug Papieza Europe zrodzito
chrzescijanstwo, ktore uksztaltowalo takze jej tozsamos¢ (europejskosc)
o wyjatkowym w skali §wiata potencjale kulturotworczym. Papieska diag-
noza nie tylko wydobywata aktualne zagrozenia czy wprost odrzucanie tej
tozsamosci, lecz takze konsekwencje tych zjawisk.
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EUROPE AND ITS ESSENCE
IN THE LIGHT OF JOHN PAUL II’S TEACHING

Summary

This paper is focused on John Paul II’s understanding of such terms as Europe and its
essence, genesis of Europe, its history, contemporaneity and future.

According to John Paul II’s teaching Europe was created by Christianity which shaped also
its essence (identity) having unique in the world culture-creative power. The papal diagnosis was
not only naming actual dangers and strict rejecting of this identity, but also consequences of these
processes.

Summarised and translated by Rev. Krzysztof Kaucha
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