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Abstract  Raising children in single-parent families has been recognized as a 
serious problem which results in the situation where single parents (except for 
families where the absence of either parent is caused by their death) find 
themselves in conflict with the Catholic teaching on marriage. The situation 
influences the functioning of the family and the way the offspring are raised. 
The categories of single-parent families show certain similarities in the ways of 
their functioning. It is important to notice that in the single-parent families of 
unmarried people there appears to be significant lack of the emotional bond 
between the child and the absent parent. It is unique in such a group of families 
not to allow the presence of the other parent, mostly the father. In most cases 
the single parent who raises the child creates a negative image of the absent 
parent. In case of divorce, the excluded parent is deprived of the possibility to 
positively influence his or her own children. In fateful situations, it is death that 
excludes one of the parents from the family life. 
In order to prevent creating single-parent families we should take care of 
forming personal culture and the proper choice of a partner who will aim at 
setting up a full family. The partners who are going to set up a family should 
be taught how to be responsible for their life decisions and for the members of 
their families. The future parents should set up their full families in a mature 
and wise way because only such full families can be an ideal place for 
upbringing the child and for preparing him or her for their life in society.  
 


