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Abstract  The issue of the Eucharistic-Paschal identity of the liturgical year is first of all concerned 

with the focusing and propagating role of the Easter Triduum in the liturgical year, the message about 

the mystery of the Lord’s Birth, the message of Mariology and hagiology in the liturgical year and 

with the cycle of the liturgical year. (1) The focusing and propagating role of the Easter Triduum 

touches the very foundations of the identity of the liturgical year. This means that the Easter Triduum 

concentrates on itself the periods, celebrations, feasts, remembrances and ordinary days of the 

liturgical year. However, at the same time the seasons, celebrations and feasts, remembrances, and 

ordinary days propagate the mystery of Redemption in the cycle of the liturgical year. This role is 

rendered by the terms contained in the General Instruction of the Roman Missal, like: making the 

mysteries of Redemption present, or the cycle of the year. It seems that in the perspective of the 

liturgical year first of all celebrations like: the feast of the Most Holy Trinity, of Christ’s Most Holy 

Body and Blood, of the Sacred Heart of Jesus, of Jesus Christ King of the Universe, etc. receive their 

identity. (2) The mystery of the Lord’s Birth in the whole of the liturgical year is referred to first of all 

by the celebrations, feasts and remembrances of Blessed Virgin Mary. For many of them the 

celebrations of the Immaculate Conception of Blessed Virgin Mary or of the Annunciation of the Lord 

become a kind of bridge to the mystery of the Lord’s Birth, or indeed to the Easter Triduum. This 

especially concerns the remembrances connected with the spirituality of religious orders or the 

appearances of Blessed Virgin Mary. Among celebrations, feasts and remembrances of the Lord’s 

Saints the feast of the Holy Archangels, the celebration and remembrance of St Joseph, the feast of the 

Saint Evangelists, the Doctors of the Church, order-founders, and others, based on their spirituality 

and teaching, refer to the Lord’s Birth. (3) In the transmission of the Eucharistic-Paschal Mariology 

and hagiology attention should be first of all paid to the remembrance of Our Lady of the Sorrows, 

Our Lady the Queen, Our Lady of the Holy Rosary, the feast of the Mother of the Church, as well as to 

feasts and remembrances of the Saints who were particularly connected to the Paschal Mystery. The 

proper perspective is also given to Mariology and hagiology by the celebration of the Ascension of 

Our Lord and of Pentecost. With respect to other groups of Saints, the adequate context may be 

noticed by the celebrations, feasts and remembrances of the Worshippers of the Holy Eucharist, the 

Founders of charities, the Mystics of the Lord’s Passion, the Martyrs, the Educationists, the 

Missionaries, the Worshippers of the Sacred Heart of Jesus, Kings. It is celebrations, feasts and 

remembrances of Saints that join experiencing the mystery of the Lord’s Birth and the Paschal 

Mystery. (4) The cycle of the liturgical year is not only a chronological cycle, but also a Paschal one. 

The cycle is first of all the succession of the Easter Triduum, experiencing the mystery of the Lord’s 

Birth, and respective periods of deepening and preparation. The mutual succession of celebrations, 

feasts, and remembrances is first of all concerned with the Paschal mystery, with the Lord’s birth, with 

Blessed Virgin Mary and with the Apostles. Particular celebrations, feasts and remembrances enrich 

the cycle of the liturgical year and in a peculiar way reach to the depth of the past of the work of 

Salvation, and at the same time they look ahead of this work. They reach the creation of the world, go 

beyond the time of the world, and at the same time they look ahead of eschatology. 



 


