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i J6zefa Pilcha. Postacie te taczyto pochodzenie z ewangelickich rodzin chtopskich w Ustroniu na
Slasku Cieszynskim, a ponadto wiezi rodzinno-przyjacielskie. Autorka rozwaza, jaki wptyw na
funkcjonowanie tytutowych kategorii w ich pismach ma wychowanie na pograniczu panstw
1 kultur, jak z perspektywy potudniowych kresow konstruuja oni figure Obcego, a réwnoczesnie
wyobrazenie wlasnej innosci wobec Polski. Owa innos$¢ zasadza si¢ m.in. na identyfikacji z od-
miennym modelem kultury, zwigzanym z etosem protestanckim. Na tym tle wida¢ réwniez
problem stosunku bohateréw szkicu do innych religii, ktéry odsyta do kwestii solidarnosci, ujrze-
nia w innym drugiego ,,ja” oraz ujrzenia innosci w sobie. T¢ ostatnig Szczepanski, Pilch i Wan-
tuta usituja zglebiaé w tekstach autobiograficznych, a droga ku temu okazuje si¢ specyfika Slaska
Cieszynskiego. Autorka pokazuje, ze inno$¢ nie tylko wewngtrzne naznacza tozsamosé, ale tez
dzieki temu pozwala lepiej zrozumie¢, kim sig jest.

Stowa Kkluczowe: autobiografizm; innos$¢; obcos¢; pogranicze; polskos¢; Slask Cieszynski;
wspolnota.

CIESZYN BORDERLAND, BORDERLANDS OF IDENTIFICATION:
THE DIMENSIONS OF OTHERNESS AND STRANGENESS IN TEXTS
OF JAN WANTULA, JAN SZCZEPANSKI, AND JOZEF PILCH

Summary

The article’s aim is to present different applications of the categories of otherness and
strangeness appearing in texts of a sociologist Jan Szczepanski as well as book-lovers and
historians-amateurs Jan Wantuta and Jézef Pilch. Each of them was born in an evangelical
peasant family in Ustron in Cieszyn Silesia, and they were connected by family ties and friend-
ship. The authoress considers how their growing up on cultural and national border influenced
functioning of title categories in their writings, and also how they build the figure of Stranger
from a perspective of borderland as well as the image of their own otherness to Poland. It consists
1.a. of identification with the different model of culture, related to Protestant ethos. On this back-
ground the problem of their relation to different religions appears which leads to the matter of
solidarity, seeing in the Other the second “me” and otherness in “me.” The latter is probed in
Szczepanski’s, Pilch’s and Wantuta’s autobiographical texts, and the way toward that is Cieszyn
Silesia’s specific. The authoress shows that otherness not only marks identity but also permits
better understanding who one is.
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