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Final codas...? 
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Stress facts: 
-show the distinct function of nuclei (relevant) and onsets (irrelevant), another irrelevant object is the 
word-final consonant – the so called ‘final coda’. 
 
(1) Final consonant is irrelevant for stress placement, just as .... onsets are. It is extrametrical. 

 
Vowel quantity 
(2) Another argument against final consonants as codas comes from vowel length. A coda consonant 
enforces shortness of the preceding vowel as in (b). But not if the so called coda is finals (a). 
a.              b. 

 
Icelandic metrical lengthening 
(3) Vowel length in Icelandic is fully predictable. It occurs in stressed open syllables. 
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(4) 

 
(5) With a word-final consonant the preceding stressed vowel is invariably long 

 
(6) The vowel is long also when a rising sonority cluster is found word-finally! Are the two 
consonants extra syllabic? Extrametricality sucks... 

 
Final consonants are onsets? 
(7) medial and final phonotactics are almost identical... unexpected with extrasyllabicity... 

 

 

(4a) 

(4b) 
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(8) Branching onset phonotactics in Polish and French the same initially and finally 

 
(9) Representations are formally identical, the difference lies in the presence/absence of melody 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 4

(10 the length alternations in English begin to make sense... onset maximisation, internal codas are ok, 
final codas don’t exist  

 
(11) So does the metrical lengthening in Icelandic begin to make sense 

 
(12) even when two consonants are involved 
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(13) structures for (11) and (12) 

 
If final consonants are onsets, they are followed by an empty nucleus 
The metricality of empty nuclei 
(14) Stress in Spanish 

 
(15) Generalization 
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(16) empty beats 

 
 
(18) The sound of silence 

 
 
-do analysis of past tense or plural allomorphy in English 
-review binarity effects of constituents 
-review apparent and real (SHR) exceptions to binarity 
-GP 


