Phonology (class 1) The phonemic principle

(1) Phonemes, Allophones, Phones... (moon, sun, Clark Kent, Superman, H,0)

Phonemic analysis is a method of discovering true players and processes in phonology.
Tools:

e minimal pairs (commutation test) - contrastive units belong to separate phonemes
e.g. English [p"in] vs. [bin] vs. *[pin] cf. spin, Polish, tomy vs. domy

e complementary distribution — only one allophone possible in a given context
e.g. [spn] vs. *[sp"mn] vs. *[sbin]

— if there are more, they are not allophones of the same phoneme
e.g. [skin]

e phonetic similarity [n] vs. [h]
e allophonic rules (phonological rules), e.g. /p/ — [p"]/ v

(2) Activity I: DARK and CLEAR [I] in RP English
(define the contextual distribution). Where to look?

Contexts: # , #, v, V, C, C e.g. brand
ad. CLEAR
light [lart] loom [lu:m] London [1anden]
Dublin ['dablin] allow [o1au] hilarious [hrleorios]
belly [beli] fillip [filip"] pillow [p"1lov]
brilliant ['briljont] failure ['ferljo]
all over [o:'louvo] tell us [t"elas] cool and calm [k"u:len'k"a:m]
b. DARK
file [fart] rule [ru:1] dull [dat]
dullness ['datnas] help [hetp] filter [fitt"o]
dangle [daengt] always ['o:twiz] Salisbury ['so:tzbri]
Hilton ['hritn] gamble [gaembt] belfry [betfri].

c. what phenomenon is illustrated in c?
gamble [geembt] gambling [gaemblim]  gambler [gamblo]
fail [fert] fail it ['ferlrt] failure ['ferljo]
oil [o1t] oily ['o1li] oil on troubled waters [o1l]
dull [dat] dullest ['dalist] dull as ditch-water [dal]



(3) Activity I1: Voicedness of fricatives in Old and Modern English

a.

[f]

[v]

[6]

[0]
[s]

[z]

findan [findan] ‘find’

sceaft [[aft] ‘creation’

wulf [wulf] ‘wolf’

wulfes ['wulves] ‘wolf, gen. sg.’
earfoo ['aearvoB] ‘work’

&fen ['&:ven] ‘evening’

pegn [Bejn] ‘nobleman, thane’
baed [baeb] ‘bath’

scedoan [[eb:an] ‘harm’

baeoe [baoe] ‘bath, dat. sg.’
weordan ['weordan]‘become’
sellan ['sel:an] ‘give’

bletsian [bletsian] ‘bless’
la&ssa [lee:s:a] ‘less’

wesan ['wezan] ‘be’

hases ['ha:zes] ‘hoarse, gen. sg.’
wise ['wi:ze] ‘wisely’

other ['A09]

father [fa:09]
apathy [‘apobi]
pithy ['p16i]

sleuth [slu:0]
labyrinth [1abirm6]
smooth [smu:0]
breathe [bri:0]

fot [fo:t] ‘foot’

wif [wi:f] ‘wife’

lyffettan [lyf:et:an] ‘flatter’
giefan [jevan] ‘give’

nifol ['nivol] ‘dark’

p&od [6e:0d] ‘nation’
fylp[fy:16] “filth’

cyoan [ky:0an] ‘make known’
hodma ['hodma] ‘darkness’
spor [spor] ‘trail, spoor’
préost [pre:ost] ‘priest’

céosan [t[e:ozan] ‘choose’
horsum [horzum] ‘horse, dat. pl.’

southern ['sadon]
weather ['wedo]
author ['0:69]

ether [i:69]

oath [ou0]

hyacinth ['hatosin6]
loathe [loud]

bathe [beid]

(4) Activity I11: Nasal sounds vs. nasal phonemes in English, The data:

[m] [mads], [neim], etc.

[m] [kamfat], [emviloup], etc.
[n] [nik], [p"n], etc.

[n] a.sun [san] — some [sam] — sung [san],

anger [‘ango]
monkey ['manki]

b. finger ['fmgo]

c. sing [sim] / sink [sigk]

anchor [‘eenka]

d. long [lon]

sing [sim]
strong [stron]

longer [longo]
singer [smo]
stronger [strongo]

win [win] — whim [wim] — wing [wirn]

mango ['mangou]
donkey ['donki]

bring [brig] / brink [brimk]

longer [lone]



