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Wywody 1. Dambskiej poswigcone semiotyce i filozofii imion wtasnych,
jako dzieto w istotnym stopniu pionierskie, zawieraja, co jest zrozumiate,
miejsca dyskusyjne i luki problemowe. Tym pierwszym poswigcitem nieco
uwagi w toku niniejszego streszczenia. Przyktadem drugich moze by¢ fakt,
ze Autorka nie rozwaza takich imion wtasnych, jak imiona narodéw, panstw,
miast, miejscowosci itp. Jedne i drugie inspiruja do kontynuowania badan
tak pigknie zaawansowanych przez 1. Dambska.
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SEMIOTICS OF PROPER NAMES
ACCORDING TO IZYDORA DAMBSKA

Summary

Izydora Dambska presented her views on the semiotics of proper names in her two studies:
O bezimiennEsci [On Namelessness] and FilEzEfia imiEn wtasnych [Philosophy of Proper Na-
mes]. The author refers mainly to the second work. I. Dambska begins with a syntactic definition
of proper name, then she attempts to define the basic semantic function of proper name, that is,
the function of naming. She emphasises the essential difference between this function of proper
names and the function of denFEtatiEn played by descriptive names. The difference consists in the
fact that a descriptive name denFtes an individual object as a representative of a respective class,
whereas a proper name names an individual person without any class references. A name represents
an individual by way of universaliter, i.e. in its many aspects and as Ene despite differences in the
course of his whole life. As such, the proper name represents a conscious object of knowledge and
agency. It mediates in personal relations between people and is the material of legends and history,
affirms the unity of its bearer, and ensures his duration beyond death and grave. Its secondary mean-
ing is that it plays the function of naming and representing also fictionary literary figures.
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