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LATE ANCIENT ATTEMPTS TO INVALIDATE THE DETERMINISM:
ALEXANDER OF APHRODISIAS AND CHALCIDIUS

Summary

In this article the author analyses two polemics against the stoic conception of fate — by
Alexander of Aphrodisias and by Chalcidius. Alexander, who wants to show the Aristotelian
doctrine of fate, presents the subject against a background of the Stoic conception, pointing out
its disadvantages. He deals with the ideas concerning the existence and meaning of possibility in
determinism. He also discusses issues referring to the free will of a man, free choices and their
consequences. Chalcidius talks about the matters of evil and its beginnings, as he finds the stoics
unable to give satisfactory answers to these questions. Not only similarities are there between
Alexander and Chalcidius, but many differences as well. They are caused by the different back-
grounds of the two critics of determinism. Alexander sees himself as an orthodox peripateti-
cienne, whereas Chalcidius places his conceptions in the context of Platon’s teachings about fate.
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