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THE COSMOLOGY OF BEDE THE VENERABLE (8TH CENTURY)  

S u m m a r y  

 The article presents the universe in cosmology of the Venerable Bede, British scholar of the 

eighth century. Bede’s description of the world as whole was made by the knowledge of ancient 

(Pliny the Elder) and Christian (St. Isidore of Seville). Geocentric cosmos conceived as a system 

of fixed stars and the planets on the circles. Celestial bodies are made of fire. On Earth, there are 

four elements. Bede was interested in philosophy of nature and enrichment of scientific 

knowledge with the theological reflection. Cosmology of Bede represents an important stage of 

development of science in Western Christianity in the early Middle Ages.  

Summarized and translated by Marcin Karas 
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