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THE THREE KINDS OF FREEDOM 
ACCORDING TO JOHN LOCKE 

S u m m a r y  

 The article presents the problem of freedom in Locke’s metaphysics and epistemology. The 
analysis of the source text shows, that he uses the concept of freedom in the three different 
meanings. The first one is voluntary that can be described as the power to do what the agent wants. 
Next is freedom of action which is the ability to do what the agent wants to do and also to stop 
doing this whenever he wants to. The last one is freedom of will that means the power to refrain 
from performing an action. After that the agent can think about his decision and make it more 
thoughtful and accurate.  
 In order to characterize these kinds of freedom it is necessary to answer to following questions: 
Which kind of these three types of freedom presented by John Locke is compatible with 
determinism? And the second question is: what kind of freedom relates to moral responsibility?  
 The final analysis shows that only voluntary can coexist with determinism. Therefore Locke 
should not be interpreted as compatibilist for all of three kinds of freedom in his theory. Answering 
to the second question, moral responsibility is connected with every kind of freedom. In each case 
an agent has the free choice and can realize his own desires. 

Summarised and translated by Justyna Trzepizur 
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S*owa kluczowe: dobrowolnode, wolnode dziaPania, wolnode woli, kompatybilizm, moralna od-
powiedzialnode. 
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