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THE PROBLEM OF TRUTH
IN THE PHILOSOPHY OF ARISTOTLE

Summary

The article deals with the problem of truth by Aristotle. The study begins a presentation of the
main cognitive dispositions, mentioned in Book VI of Nicomachean Ethics, by which man achieve
the truth. A next object of analysis is the truth in logical understanding. Its “place” is the intellect
performing acts of judgment, standing at the basis of discursive knowledge. Having in mind that the
determinants of so understood truth are things, further investigations are focused on except logical
aspects of truth. Aristotle defines them, as in the case of logical truth, on the base of human co-
gnitive dispositions, which—apart from discursive knowledge (epistémé)— include theoretical
wisdom (sophia), practical wisdom (phronésis), desire (orexis), and art (fechné). The actions emerg-
ing from these dispositions are also a form of cognitive agreement with reality, and consequently
can be considered as a kind of truth. Despite that here as well, the truth is connected with the
cognitive functions, its determinants are also real things. This leads to a crucial question of the pre-
sented article which concerns the truth of things themselves. According to Author, Aristotle does
not give a directly answer, although his certain remarks touch this problem. Their examination
allows better to understand the later conceptions of truth.
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