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ST. THOMAS AQUINAS’ “FIFTH WAY” 
IN J.M. BOCHENSKI’S AND P. WEINGARTNER’S FORMALIZATIONS 

S u m m a r y  

The present state of research reveals that basically Fr. J.M. Bochenski (1902-1995) left three 
versions of the formalizations of St. Thomas Aquinas’ fifth way. The first version comes from the 
article Die fünf Wege, published in 1989, and the third one, which is unauthorized, from the book 
Gottes Dasein und Wesen. Logische Studien zur Summa Theologiae I, qq. 2-11, published in 
Munich in 2003. These works are completed by the second version from two manuscripts of the 
book: one German (1989) and one Polish (1993). 
 The above mentioned texts have shown the contribution made by Fr. J.M. Bochenski into the 
realization of the intended application of the tools of contemporary logic in the field of philosophy 
of God as well as theology. One of the main followers of these ideas in Austria has been Paul 
Weingartner (born 1931). In 2010 he published God’s Existence? A Logical Commentary on the 
Five Ways of Thomas Aquinas, a book which makes direct references to J.M. Bochenski’s works, 
and like Bochenski’s work it is a logical commentary to certain fragments of St. Thomas Aquinas’ 
Summa Theologiae. 

 
Summarized by Marek Porwolik, translated by Marcin Kuczok 
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