CELIBACY OBLIGATION FOR CLERICS
ACCORDING TO THE CODE OF CANON LAW OF 1983

SUMMARY

The issue of celibacy obligations for clerics according to the Code of Canon Law of
1983 was taken up in the article. This problem contains the following items: 1) theological
and legal basis for the celibacy obligation; 2) celibacy obligation in the Code of Canon Law
of 1983; 3) celibacy in selected documents issued after the Code of Canon Law of 1983; 4)
conclusion.

Legislator in can. 277, binding the clerics to celibacy, indicates the source of this
obligation, what is the candidate’s own will to the orders. According to the can. 277, celibacy
means chastity sensu stricto (in a perfect way). Canon Law regulation concerning celibacy
law has a long Church tradition. When cleric does not obey this obligation, penal sanctions
are applied.

Celibacy which is voluntarily accepted and experienced in a proper way is a spiritual

reality sign, contributes to the salvation of souls which is the supreme law in the Church.
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