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Abstract Lay people who participate in the triple office of Christ and the Church 
realize their vocation by their presence and by being active in the world. The 
world and the requirements of life modify their Christian vocation in a particular 
way. This differs them from the clergymen. Although they share a common 
Christian dignity and they build the same Divine Kingdom, they do it in a way 
that is peculiar to them and in the domains they represent: in marital and family 
life, in culture, art, economy, careers, political institutions and international 
relations (Decree on the Apostolate of the Laity, 7). The presence of lay 
Catholics in these fields of human life is something particular, and their 
apostolic activities are necessary. By living in the world and shaping it 
according to God’s thought they realize their detailed vocation, which is an 
actual form of their Christian vocation. 


